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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to 
determine the presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is 
requested in correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware in the 

k 

specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because 

Regarding claim 6, the claim recites "a display control method for displaying a 
representative still image associated with contents data, the method comprising: a 
storing step for storing a reproduction date and time of the contents data; and an 
expression changing step for changing an expression of the representative still image 

» 

associated with the contents data based on the number of lapsed days since a 
reproduction date and time of the contents data up to a display date and time of the 
representative still image." The claim invention as a whole must accomplish a practical 
application, that is, it must produce a useful, concrete and tangible result or physical 
transformation. 



1 
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Therefore, in order to determine if the process is statutory, one must determine 
what the computer does to achieve a practical application. A process that merely 
manipulates an abstract idea is non-statutory despite the fact that is might inherently 
have some usefulness. For such subject matter to be statutory, the claimed process 
must be limited to a practical application of the abstract idea. Examiner finds no 
limitation to a practical application for the claimed method. The preamble of the claim is 
given little weight in establishing a statutory claim when there are no elements in the 
claim limitations into which the preamble could give substantial meaning of a practical 
limitation. 

Regarding claim 7, the claim recites "a recording medium storing in the readable 
state a program for executing a display control method for displaying a representative 
still image associated with contents data, the display control method including: a storing 
step for storing a reproduction date and time of the contents data; and an expression 
changing step for changing an expression of the representative still image associated 
with the contents data based on the number of lapsed days since a reproduction date 
and time of the contents data up to a display date and time of the representative still 
image". However, the recording medium should be encoded with a program defines 
structural and functional interrelationship between the program and other claimed 
element of a computer to permit the programs functionality. 



* 
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Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the expression 
changing section must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new 
matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-7 are rejected, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Inakura, U.S. Patent Publication 2004/0028377 A1, in view of Asai et al. a U.S. Patent 
Publication 2002/0111940. 

Regarding claim 1 , Inakura disclose a display controller (1 104) for controlling a 
display of a representative still image associated with contents data, the display 
controller comprising: a storage section (1 103 recording and reproduction circuit) for 
storing a reproduction date and time of the contents data (paragraph 0060, the 
recording and reproducing circuit performs processing including recording data and 
time) and altering the representative still image based upon the days since a 
reproduction (paragraph 0075) 

However, it is noted that Inakura fails to disclose and an expression changing 
section for changing an expression of the representative still image associated with the 
contents data based on the number of lapsed days since a reproduction date and time 
of the contents data. 
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Asai discloses an expression changing section (20, expression format converter) 
for changing an expression of the representative still image associated with the contents 
(paragraph 0053). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to include in the altered still images reproduced by Inakura an expressing 
changing converter as disclosed by Asai to reduce recording capacity and storage. 

Regarding claim 2, Inakura discloses wherein the recording time period 
calculating means obtains the number of lapsed days by computing a time difference 
between a display request date and time of the representative still image and the 
reproduction date and time of the contents data (paragraph 0075) 

Regarding claim 3, Inakura discloses wherein the storage section stores the 
reproduction date and time of the contents data when a contents reproduction period of 
time in which the contents data is reproduced becomes equal to or more than a 
prespecified period of time (paragraph 0008) 

Regarding claim 4, Asai discloses wherein the expression includes at least one 
of transparency, color tone, presence of display, and size change (figure 4) 
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Regarding claim 5 f Asai discloses wherein the expression changing section 
generates the representative still image from the contents data and changes the 
expression of the representative still image (figure 4) 

Regarding claim 6, it is rejected based upon similar rational as above claim 1. 
Inakura discloses a display control method for displaying a representative still image 
associated with contents data (paragraph 0006). 

Regarding claim 7, it is rejected based upon similar rational as above claim 1 . 
Inakura discloses a recording medium storing in the readable state a program for 

♦ 

executing a display control method for displaying a representative still image associated 
with contents data (paragraph 0120). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Motilewa Good-Johnson whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-7658. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday, Tuesday and 

4 

Wednesday 9:00 AM - 6:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kee Tung can be reached on (571) 272-7794. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

* 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner 
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